respectively.
It is, therefore, proposed to analyse the further figures obtainable from another year's work at the Jaw Injuries Department at No. 1 General Hospital with the hope that any conclusion arrived at may prove useful to the now large body of men interested in this subject.
The total numrber of cases registered, as seen from July, 1916 , to October, 1918 554, exclusive of the ordinary dental cases seen by the commissioned officers attached to the department. Of these seven have died, fifty-eight have been transferred, 398 been discharged, and ninety-one are still under treatment.
Our ratio of mandible to maxilla cases and of mrnandible to mandible and maxilla cases differs somewhat from our earlier figures. It may be remembered that Lindemann gives the figures as 5: 1: 1. Our former figures were 5 to 1 and 81 to 1 respectively. Our present figures show a proportion of 4i to 1 and 9i to 1, which means we have seen more fractures of the maxilla and fewer of both mandible and maxilla.
' At a meeting of the Section, held October 28, 1918. Only one out of the seven deaths that occurred was in any way directly connected with the work of our department. This man died of septic pneumonia, and he had a general ancesthetic and several septic roots removed in order to clear up the very foul condition of his mouth.
It is an open question whether he would not have succumbed in any case.
In many of the fifty-eight cases transferred treatment had already been commenced. It seems a pity that some scheme cannot be devised to lessen this lack of continuity in treatment which exists in military service.
Of the 398 men now discharged forty suffered from fractured teeth and alveolar process only, thirty-two have been treated for old standing trismus and other jaw. conditions, and it is difficult to gather whether some of these cases had had a breach of continuity or not. In twentyone cases there was no jaw injury.
Seventeen out of the remaining 305 were discharged without obtaining bony union. The seventeen cases were supplied with mechanical appliances, greatly ameliorating the patients' unfortunate condition, and enabling them to exist on a modified diet. Twenty bone-grafts have been inserted. It is too early as yet to speak of the results of all the bone-grafts, but they promise well, and 50 per cent. have already been discharged with firm and efficient bony union.
It is interesting to note that Mr. Percival Cole's and our own earlier figures proved that 10 per cent. of the cases failed to obtain union without the resort to bone-grafting. Our new figures show an increase to 12 per cent., this being probably due to the severity of several of the cases we have been called upon to treat. lIt must be underst6od that in some of the ununited cases the jaw was in such a bad condition as to render the successful insertion of a bone-graft so doubtful that even the daring of our surgeons had to be tempered with caution. Other cases were complicated by the general physical condition of the patient, and in others, unfortunately, the patient refused operation, which was certainlv a pity considering what good results our surgeons obtained as a general rule. One man, having l6st the use of his tongue, it mattered little in his case whether the. remaining fragments of the jaw were united by fibrous tissue or bone as no bolus of food could be manipulated.
The time factor is a very difficult one to estimate; an average of four weeks may be deducted from the total weeks in hospital in order to arrive at a general idea of the length of time these cases take.
